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Ibn ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said: “Do not begin the fast until you see the new moon, and do not break the fast (at the end of Ramadan) 
until you see it. If the new moon is obscured from you, then work out (when it should be).” And in another 
narration he said: “The month has twenty-nine days in it. So do not start the fast until you see the new moon. If the 
new moon is obscured from you, then complete the count of 30.” (Agreed upon, Bukhari and Muslim) 
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Abu Hurayrah (Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) said: “Observe fast on sighting it (the crescent moon) and break (fast) on sighting it (the crescent 
moon), but if the sky is cloudy for you, then complete the number (of thirty).” (Agreed upon) 
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Abu Hurayrah (Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of 
Allah be upon him) said: “Count from the crescent moon of Sha’ban for Ramadhan.” (Tirmidhi) 
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Ibn ‘Umar (Allah be pleased with him) reported that the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon 
him) said: “We are an unlettered nation; we neither write, nor calculate. The month is like this and this,” and he 
indicated with his hands three times, withholding his thumb the third time. — that is, sometimes of 29 days and 
sometimes of thirty days. (Agreed upon) 
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Ibn ‘Abbas (Allah be pleased with him) reported that a bedouin came to the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah 
be upon him) and said: I have sighted the moon. Al-Hasan added in his version: that is, of Ramadan. He asked: Do 
you testify that there is no god but Allah? He replied: Yes. He again asked: Do you testify that Muhammad is the 
Apostle of Allah? He replied: Yes. and he testified that he had sighted the moon. He said: Bilal, announce to the 
people that they must fast tomorrow. (Abu Dawood, Tirmidhi, Nasa’i, Ibn Majah, Darimi) 
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Abul-Bakhtari 
r e p o r t e d : We 
w e n t o u t t o 
perform Umrah 
and when we 
encamped in the 
valley of Nakhlah, we tried to see the new moon. Some of the people said: It was three nights old, and others 
(said) that it was two nights old. We then met Ibn Abbas and told him we had seen the new moon, but that some 
of the people said it was three nights old and others that it was two nights old. He asked on which night we had 
seen it; and when we told him we had seen it on such and such night, he said the Prophet of Allah (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) had said, “Verily Allah deferred it till the time it is seen, so it is to be reckoned 
from the night you saw it.” (Sahih Muslim) 
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Kurayb said: Umm Fadl, daughter of 
Harith, sent him (Fadl, i.e. her son) to 
Mu'awiyah in Syria. I (Fadl) arrived in 
Syria, and did the needful for her. It 
was there in Syria that the month of 
Ramadan began. I saw the new moon 

(of Ramadan) on Friday. I then came back to Madinah 
at the end of the month. Abdullah ibn Abbas asked me 
(about the new moon of Ramadan) and said: “When 
did you see it?” I said: “We saw it on Friday night.” 
He said: “(Did) you see it yourself?” I said: “Yes, and 
the people also saw it so they observed fast and 
Mu'awiyah also observed fast.” Thereupon he said: 
“But we saw it on Saturday night. So we shall continue 
to observe the fast until we complete thirty (fasts) or 
we see it (the new moon of Shawwal).” I said: “Is the 
sighting of the moon by Mu'awiyah not valid for 
you?” He said: “No; this is how the Messenger of 
Allah (peace_be_upon_him) has commanded us.” 
Yahya ibn Yahya was in doubt (whether the word used 
in the narration by Kurayb) was Naktafi or Taktafi. 
(Sahih Muslim) 
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Based on the local Makkan moon sighting, if every month was 29 
Days, 12th of Rabi al-Awwal would fall on Thursday. 

 
Dhul-Hijjah 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

       
 

Muharram 
Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur 
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29       

 
Safar 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29      

 
Rabi Al-Awwal 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur 
  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11  12 . 
        

Based on the local Makkan moon sighting, if every month was 30 
days, 12th of Rabi al-Awwal would fall on Sunday. 

 
Dhul-Hijjah 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30       

  
Muharram 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur 
 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30     

 
Safar 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur 
   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30   

 
Rabi Al-Awwal 

Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur 
     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
10 11  12 .     

Problem(With(Saudi(
Announcements(
•  Saudi&uses&calcula%ons&exclusively&for&all&other&months&of&the&year&
besides&Ramadhan&and&Dhul8Hijjah&
•  Supported&by&statements&of&Supreme&court&members,&etc.&
•  h>p://www.ummulqura.org.sa/About.aspx&
•  h>p://www.ummulqura.org.sa/president_address.aspx&

“The%Um%Al*Qura%calendar%is%both%the%formal%and%civil%calendar%of%the%Kingdom,%but%it%may%not%match%
the%actual%visibility%of%the%crescent%which%is%necessary%to%start%the%religious%months.”&

“وتقويم أم القرى هو تقويم اصطلاحي مدني، ويعتمد في أثبات دخول أوائل الأشهر للمواسم الدينية 
على الرؤية الشرعية.”&

•  Moon&sighIng&is&not&widespread&amongst&the&common&populaIon&
despite&clear&horizons;&no&one&can&be&presented&in&Saudi&who&has&fasted&
upon&sighIng&the&moon&himself&even&though&in&case&of&clear&horizon,&
perpetual&sighIng&is&necessary.&&

•  Moon&is&generally&sighted&elsewhere&in&the&world&283&days&later&
•  Phases&of&the&moon&are&out&of&synch&i.e&full&moon&is&not&seen&on&the&
fourteenth&in&Saudi&etc.&and&this&can&be&seen&by&anyone&in&Saudi.&&

•  Example:&Sha’baan&1438&visibility&•&&Ummul&Qura&1438&

Fatawa%of%Saudi%Scholars%
It is not possible to expect all the Muslims to start 
fasting at the same time
https://islamqa.info/ar/50487 
https://islamqa.info/en/50487 

Fasting with the moon sighting of the people of 
your country:
https://islamqa.info/ar/106487
https://islamqa.info/en/106487 

Sighting the moon; not following calculation
https://islamqa.info/ar/1226
https://islamqa.info/en/1226

Follow day of Arafah for your country, not Saudi
https://islamqa.info/ar/40720
https://islamqa.info/en/40720

Day of Arafah is different for every country
https://islamqa.info/ar/140011
https://islamqa.info/en/140011 

hCps://www.centralImosque.com/index.php/Ramadhan/doI

saudiIscholarsIimposeIsaudiImoonIsighOngIonInonIsaudiI

residents.html(

References(
hCp://www.madania.org/media/arOcles/MoonSighOng.pdf(

hCp://www.croydonmosque.com/?page=arOcles&view=moon(

hCp://www.moonsighOng.org.uk(

hCp://www.wifaqululama.co.uk(
FAQ on moonsighting (YouTube video)

https://www.central-mosque.com/
index.php/Acts-of-Worship/monthly-
moon-sighting-islamic-months.html

PROCEDURE(FOR(ROME,(GA(inshaAllah(
29th(evening(of(each(Islamic(month(

Look(for(the(moon(

If(clear(skies,(no(sighOng,(then(

complete(30(days(

If(cloudy,(and(reliable(news/witness(

from(local(region((GA,TN,AL,FL)(

or(reliable(organizaOon(to(the(

east(of(us(within(the(sigh%ng'
possibility'zone,(then(accept(
that(and(start(1st(of(the(month(

the(next(day.
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